Secretory phenomenon of the adenohypophyseal cells viewed with the scanning electron microscope.
Exocytosis from rat adenohypophyseal cells, probably somatotrophic, was studied in the scanning electron microscope after freeze fracturation of the glands. This technique permitted the distinguishing of a clearly delimited exoplasm interrupted by the passage of the secretory granules. It was postulated that the exoplasm could be involved in the control of the release of secretory granules in the endocrine cells studied. At the basal cell surface a simultaneous discharge of several secretory granules has been detected.